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A D D R E S S TO THE WORLD C O N V E N T I O N A S S E M B L Y OF CHURCHES OF C H R I S T 
BY DON D U N S T A N , P R E M I E R OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . . 
2 0 t h O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 0 . 
MR . P R E S I D E N T , 
* l . 
D E L E G A T E S , 
L A D I E S AND G E N T L E M E N . 
WELCOME TO SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . 
THE P E O P L E OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAVE B E E N G R E A T L Y HONOURED BY YOUR 
C H O I C E OF A D E L A I D E ' AS THE VENUE FOR THE 1 9 7 0 WORLD C O N V E N T I O N OF 
CHURCHES OF C H R I S T . ON T H E I R B E H A L F MAY I E X T E N D TO YOU THE 
S T A T E ' S B E S T W I S H E S AND E A R N E S T HOPE THAT YOUR C O N V E N T I O N I S ON 
A L L I T S V A R I E D L E V E L S BOTH A S U C C E S S AND AN I N S P I R A T I O N TO YOU . 
WE HAVE I N SOUTH A U S T R A L I A A T R A D I T I O N OF H IGH REGARD AND R E S P E C T 
FOR THE MANY B R A N C H E S OF THE C H R I S T I A N C H U R C H . 
PAGE 2 . 
I T I S , T H E N , N O T J U S T BY CHANCE THAT THE F I R S T C H A P E L OF THE 
CHURCH OF C H R I S T MOVEMENT I N A U S T R A L I A WAS B U I L T I N A D E L A I D E 
I N 1 8 4 6 , S I X Y E A R S B E F O R E S E R V I C E S WERE HELD I N SYDNEY I N A 
P R I V A T E H O U S E . FROM THE E A R L I E S T DAYS OF S E T T L E M E N T , T H I S S T A T E 
HAS B E E N THE CENTER OF A WIDE V A R I E T Y OF C H R I S T I A N A C T I V I T I E S . 
A S I G N I F I C A N T P R O P O R T I O N OF OUR E A R L Y E U R O P E A N S E T T L E R S CAME TO 
THE P R O V I N C E OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A TO E S C A P E R E L I G I O U S P E R S E C U T I O N 
AND M I L I T A R Y C O N S C R I P T I O N , W H I L E FROM GREAT B R I T A I N A Q U I T E 
S I G N I F I C A N T P R O P O R T I O N OF I M M I G R A N T S B E L O N G E D TO THE N O N - C O N F O R M I S T 
C H U R C H E S . B E C A U S E OF T H I S WE HAVE G A I N E D A R E P U T A T I O N FOR B E I N G 
A D I S S E N T I N G S T A T E . ONE H I S T O R I A N I N F A C T D E S C R I B E D THE S T A T E 
AS A " P A R A D I S E OF D I S S E N T " AND DREW THE C O N C L U S I O N THAT B E C A U S E 
OF T H I S T R A D I T I O N SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAS ALWAYS TENDED TO BE A , 
SOMEWHAT R A D I C A L 5 T A T E I N BOTH I T S R E L I G I O U S AND I T S P O L I T I C A L 
L I F E . 
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I T H I N K THAT I N MANY A R E A S T H I S T R A D I T I O N C O N T I N U E S . L E A D I N G 
CHURCHMEN I N SOUTH A U S T R A L I A R E M A I N I N VERY MANY C A S E S V E R Y 
C L O S E L Y I N V O L V E D WITH P R O G R E S S I V E S O C I A L MOVEMENTS AND 
O R G A N I S A T I O N S . BUT E V E N P E R H A P S MORE D I S T I N C T I V E I S THE P A R T 
THEY P L A Y I N THE P R O V I S I O N OF IMPORTANT S O C I A L D E V I C E S , 
S U P P L E M E N T I N G AND O F T E N E X P A N D I N G THE WORK THAT THE S O C I A L 
A G E N C I E S OF GOVERNMENT D O E S . 
AND I N THE F I E L D OF COMMUNITY S E R V I C E THE CHURCH OF C H R I S T HAS 
B E E N O U T S T A N D I N G . I T S I N F L U E N C E HAS I N F A C T B E E N Q U I T E 
S P E C T A C U L A R , G I V E N THAT I T I S NOT BY ANY MEANS A L A R G E 
D E N O M I N A T I O N I N A U S T R A L I A N T E R M S . OF P A R T I C U L A R NOTE HAS B E E N 
I T S M I S S I O N A R Y S O C I A L WORK AMONG A B O R I G I N A L P E O P L E S . 
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T H I S COMMENCED AS E A R L Y AS 1 8 B 6 , AMONG THE I L L - F A T E D K A N A K A 
WORKERS I N Q U E E N S L A N D - AND I UNDERSTAND I T NOW C O N T I N U E S AMONG 
THE A B O R I G I N E S AT CARNARVON AND NORSEMAN I N WESTERN A U S T R A L I A , 
AT B A L L A D O R A N I N NEW SOUTH W A L E S , AND AT MOOROOPNA AND F I T Z R O Y 
I N V I C T O R I A . 
IN AUSTRALIA THE C H R I S T I A N 
CHURCHES AS A BODY WERE P R I M E MOVERS I N THE F I E L D OF A B O R I G I N A L 
W E L F A R E . BY AND L A R G E I T WAS THROUGH THE E F F O R T S OF THE 
CHURCHES THAT THE I D E A L S OF E Q U A L I T Y AND HUMANITY BECAME 
S U F F I C I E N T L Y W I D E - S P R E A D I N THE COMMUNITY TO MAKE P E O P L E AWARE 
THAT R A C I A L E Q U A L I T Y WAS A S O C I A L , P O L I T I C A L AND C H R I S T I A N 
I M P E R A T I V E . I N SOUTH A U S T R A L I A NOW, AS A R E S U L T 
OF THE E F F O R T S OF THE L A S T LABOR GOVERNMENT , WE ARE THE F I R S T 
S T A T E I N A U S T R A L I A TO HAVE L E G I S L A T I O N P R O H I B I T I N G R A C I A L 
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D I S C R I M I N A T I O N IN E M P L O Y M E N T , HOUS ING AND COMMON S E R V I C E S . 
WE HEAR FROM T I M E TO T I M E P R O P H E T S OF DOOM P R O C L A I M THAT THE 
C H R I S T I A N CHURCHES AS A WHOLE NO LONGER A D E Q U A T E L Y PERFORM 
A V I A B L E F U N C T I O N I N MODERN S O C I E T Y , BUT T H I S I S C L E A R L Y NOT 
N E C E S S A R I L Y S O . THE B A S I C C H R I S T I A N E T H I C S OF H U M A N I T Y , C H A R I T Y 
AND T O L E R A N C E HAVE I N F L U E N C E D BOTH THE E A S T AND THE W E S T , AND 
THEY ARE ONES WHICH THE CHURCHES ARE B R I N G I N G TO BEAR I N T H E I R 
E X A M I N A T I O N OF THE PROBLEMS OF THE MODERN WORLD AND M A N ' S 
P L A C E I N I T . 
SO MAY I WELCOME YOU A G A I N ON B E H A L F OF THE GOVERNMENT AND A 
S T A T E E S P E C I A L L Y HONOURED TO HAVE Y O U . WE TRUST THAT YOUR S T A Y 
I N A D E L A I D E W I L L BE BOTH E N J O Y A B L E AND R E W A R D I N G , AND THAT THE 
CHURCHES OF C H R I S T MOVEMENT W I L L BE S T R E N G T H E N E D AND S T I M U L A T E D 
BY THE F E L L O W S H I P AND S T U D I E S UNDERTAKEN OVER THE NEXT F I V E D A Y S . 
THANK Y O U . 
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